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Drugs Drive 80% of Crime   
In America

http://www.terragalleria.com/pictures-subjects/prisons/picture.prisons.usca37500.html


In 2006, an estimated 20.4 million 
Americans, or 8.3 percent of the 

population aged 12 or older, were 
current illicit drug users. 

Sources:  2006 National Survey on Drug Use and Health (NSDUH), SAMHSA

http://www.coolnurse.com/marijuana.htm
http://www.coolnurse.com/cocaine.htm


Estimated Economic Cost to Society from 
Substance Abuse and Addiction:

Surgeon Generalôs Report, 2004; ONDCP, 2004; Harwood, 2000. 

Illegal Drugs: $181 Billion/Year

Alcohol: $185 Billion/Year

Tobacco:  $158 Billion/Year

Total:  $524 Billion/Year



Contributors to the Economic Costs of Substance 
Abuse and Addiction

ÅHealth care expenditures
ïAlcohol and drug abuse services
ïMedical consequences

ÅProductivity (lost earnings)
ïPremature death
ï Impaired job performance
ï Institutionalized population
ï Incarceration
ïCriminal victimization

ÅOther impacts on society
ïCrime
ïSocial welfare administration
ïVehicular accidents

Adapted from Harwood et al., Addiction, 1999.



Illicit Drug Use

ÅRates of current use of illicit drugs were higher for 
young adults between the ages of 18 and 25, with 
19.8% using illicit drugs.

ÅBetween 2002 and 2006, illicit drug usage rates for 
people in their 50s has significantly increased by 
76%, from 3.4% to 6.0%

Sources:  2006 National Survey on Drug Use and Health (NSDUH), SAMHSA



Cocaine

Meth

Illicit Drug Use
ÅIn 2006, there were 2.4 million current 

cocaine users, the same as in 2005 (2.4 
million) but more than in 2002 (2.0 million). 

ÅIn 2006, an estimated 731,000 people who 
currently used methamphetamine, 0.3% of 
the population.

Sources:  2006 National Survey on Drug Use and Health (NSDUH), SAMHSA



Illicit Drug Usage

Å7.2 million people between 12 & 20, or 19%, 
were binge drinkers and that 2.4% million, or 
6.2 %, were heavy drinkers.

ÅThe number of current heroin users increased 
from 136,000 in 2005 to 338,000 in 2006, and 
the corresponding prevalence rate increased 
from 0.06 to 0.14percent.

Alcohol

Heroin
Sources:  2006 National Survey on Drug Use and Health (NSDUH), SAMHSA



Prescription Abuse

ÅIn 2006, 7 million Americans reported 
past month non-medical misuse of 
prescription drugs. 75% were pain 
killers such as Oxycontin or Vicodin 
and 55.7% obtained from family and 
friends.

Sources:  2006 National Survey on Drug Use and Health (NSDUH), SAMHSA



The Perpetrator is Involved in Drug 
¦ǎŜ ƛƴΧ

ÅMore than 50% of violent crimes  

Å60-80% of child abuse and neglect cases 

Å50-70% of theft and property crimes

Å75% of drug dealing

Belenko and Peugh, 1998; National Institute of Justice, 1999.



What is Happening in American Criminal 
Justice:

11 million people pass through American jails each year.
46% were on probation/parole at the time of                        
arrest 

41% had current or prior violent offenses
46% were nonviolent repeat offenders
13% had a current or prior drug offense only.

77% of convicted jail inmates were alcohol or drug-involved at 
the time of their current offense.

(www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/pdf1pji02.pdf)
2002 data

http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/pdf1pji02.pdf


Criminal Justice

Å In 2006, there were an estimated 1.6 million adults aged 18 or older 
on parole or other supervised release from prison during the past 
year. Over one fourth of these (29.7percent) were current illicit drug 
users, higher than the 7.9percent among adults not on parole or 
supervised release.

ÅAmong the 4.6 million adults on probation at some time in the past 
year, 31.9percent reported current illicit drug use in 2006. This was 
higher than the rate of 7.6percent among adults not on probation in 
2006.



Impact on Family

ÅNot only the addict is affected by the disease

ÅFamily conditions: Use is a higher priority than 
others, emotional volatility, violence, neglect, etc. all 
may be a part of it



For a child growing up

ÅWill mom/dad be drunk/high when I get home?

ÅWill they remember to feed us?

ÅWill they remember that they promised to take us 
to the zoo?

ÅHow will I protect my mother/father/brother/ 
sister?

ÅHow do I get them to stop drinking?



²ƘŀǘΩǎ άbƻǊƳŀƭέ

ÅUsing alcohol and drugs

ÅNot working

ÅCommitting Crimes

ÅDomestic Violence

ÅGoing to Jail/Prison



Basic Questions

ÅWhy do people do drugs?

Å²Ƙȅ ŎŀƴΩǘκǿƻƴΩǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎǘƻǇΚ



Realities

People like Drugs

We all like things faster and 
easier



How Drugs Work

ÅInteract with neurochemistry

ÅResults:

ïFeel Good ςEuphoria/reward

ïFeel Better ςreduce negative feelings



Use              Addiction

Although persons may choose 
whether or not to initiate the use of 
psychoactive substances and / or 
alcohol, drug dependence is an 
involuntary result.



Compulsive
Drug Use

(Addiction)

Voluntary
Drug Use



Addiction is a Brain Disease

Prolonged Use Changes 
the brain in Fundamental 
and Long Lasting Ways



Neurotransmitter Action

Reuptake
Release of NT

Receptor



Neurotransmitters

ÅAcetylcholine ςMemory

ÅDopamine ςReward/Euphoria

ÅNorepinephrine ςMetabolic Rate

ÅSerotonin ςMood, Sleep Regulation



Rebound

Alert

Asleep

Coma

Death

Seizure
Death Alert & Cheerful

Tired & Grumpy



Awake, Powerful, Euphoric, Sexy

Depressed, Powerless

Crash



Natural Rewards
Food
Water
Sex

Nurturing



Reward Pathways




