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JUDGE MICHAEL DENTON



SENATE BILL 1940 

ÂProvide pre-trial diversion option for certain 

defendants who are veterans

ÂPrimarily address defendants with brain injury, 

mental illness or disorder such as post-traumatic 

stress disorder/traumatic brain injury

ÂDocumented relationship between combat or 

hazardous duty area service and disorder



VETERANõS INTERVENTION 

PROJECT 
Â Began in 2008

Â Collaboration of numerous county agencies, Veteranõs 
Administration, veteran services providers, and community 
agencies 

Â Report of Veterans Arrested and Booked into the Travis County Jail, 

July 2009established the need for linkage between CJ system and 
veteranõs administration services/benefits

Â Of the 150 veterans arrested in one month, 65% have not 
received VA services and may be using local services 

Â 32% were arrested two or more times during a 90 day period 



Governorõs Grant Stipulations

ÂFocus on misdemeanor offenses

ÂNon-violent offenses

ÂStart with small number of defendants to ensure 

development of linkage with VA treatment 

options and other veteran provider groups

Â Initial funding for start-up in the second half of 

FY 10



OUR DEFINED POPULATION

ÂMisdemeanor  offenses

ÂNon-violent offenses

ÂVeterans who have identified as suffering from 

Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, Traumatic Brain 

Injury, or mental health disorder linked to a 

service related incident

ÂDefendants who can be linked with VA 

treatment services 



THE GOAL OF THE COURT IS 

TO PROVIDE: 

ÂQuick linkage to VA treatment options

ÂJudicial intervention and support

ÂConnection with veteran mentors

ÂA court supervised treatment program in lieu of 
a final conviction 




