
THE TEXAS CORRECTIONS ASSOCIATION

Susan C. Cranford Memorial Scholarship 
Awarded to Female Students Pursuing a Degree in Criminal Justice

ELIGIBILITY FOR SCHOLARSHIPS:
Current and future women students accepted into an accredited college or university, 
community college, or junior college pursuing a degree in criminal justice. 

EVALUATION CRITERIA:
The scholarship program is open to students attending or planning to attend a college or 
university, or a junior or community college. Applicants must be accepted into the program. 

Scholarships are evaluated according to academic ability, proven dedication to public safety, 
and financial need. 

Scholarship applications are judged by the Board of the Texas Corrections Association. The 
Board may also utilize independent career professionals to assist in determining the award 
recipient. 

APPLICATION DEADLINE: 
Applications must be postmarked no later than February 28 of each year.

HOW TO APPLY: 
Fill out the attached application and return according to instructions.

AWARD: 
The scholarship award is in the amount of one thousand ($1000) dollars and will be disbursed 
to the recipient’s college of choice upon verification of enrollment for the following Fall 
semester.

QUESTIONS?
Vanessa Farmer
vfarmer@shsu.edu
936-294-1706



Susan C. Cranford 
began her career in 
1973 as a teacher 
for the Windham 
School District. 
Quickly advanc-
ing through the 
ranks of the Texas 
Department of 
Criminal Justice, 
she became Senior 
Warden in 1985. 
Over subsequent 
years, Ms. Cranford 
was appointed 

Deputy Director of the newly-created State Jail 
Division in October 1994, Director of the Commu-
nity Justice Assistance Division in April 1996, and 
in October 2000, Director of the Private Facilities 
Division of TDCJ.

During her nine-year tenure as Warden of the 
Gatesville Unit, the largest female prison in Texas, 
Ms. Cranford exemplified leadership and profes-
sional competence. Her positive and innovative 
management resulted in arranging for local col-
leges to provide on-site, college-level classes to 
unnit employees. Susan was a major influence 
in providing more opportunity for the Agency’s 
minority employees, recruiting women for non-tra-
ditional positions, and committing passionately to 
provide the very best programs for women offend-
ers. Ms. Cranford’s attitude touched every element 
of the Agency for which she was responsible.

Under her direction, the Community Justice As-
sistance Division strengthened its drug treatment 
programs; increased training for community su-
pervision staff; implemented a system for tracking 
offender data; improved the method for auditing 
field offices; revised performance standards; and 
reworked the Community Justice Plan. As the 
first Director of the Private Facilities Division, Ms. 
Cranford directed the successful consolidation of 
all privately-operated facilities within the Correc-
tional Institutions and Parole Divisions.

In 1991, Susan’s exemplary career in corrections 
was recognized by Governor Ann Richards, who 
appointed her to the Texas Punishment Stan-
dards Commission. Susan’s grasp of the criminal 
justice infrastructure and first-hand knowledge of 
problems confronting female offenders resulted 
in significant revisions to the Texas Penal Code. 
Throughout her career, she received numerous 
awards and recognition – Texas Corrections 
Association’s Administrator of the Year in 1989; 
the Governor’s Commission for Women in Texas 
Government Award in 1997; and in 2002, the Out-
standing Women in Texas Government Pioneer 
Spirit Award. In July 2003, Ms. Cranford received 
the Texas Corrections Associations’ Clarence A. 
Stevenson Award for lifetime contribution to the 
field of community corrections.

Ms. Cranford’s distinctive and visionary leader-
ship established a role model for women and 
men in the field of criminal justice. As a mentor, 
she motivated the Agency’s future leaders to 
strive for excellence and realize their potential 
as executives and managers. Her gallant and 
indomitable spirit inspired thousands of women 
throughout the nation; and Susan’s outspoken 
advocacy and support of women’s issues helped 
shatter the glass ceiling for women employed in 
the field, and provided meaningful programming 
to female offenders.

Susan’s deep integrity and extraordinary ability 
to take the correct action for the right reason 
set a standard for those working in the Texas 
criminal justice system. After her career with the 
Agency, Ms. Cranford further dedicated herself 
as a consultant to the National Institute of Cor-
rections and provided technical assistance and 
training throughout the country. As author of 
several published articles, she further advocated 
for female offenders and correctional employees.

On March 22, 2007, Susan lost her courageous 
battle with cancer. The Board and her TDCJ 
family fondly remember Susan’s humor, dazzling 
smile, and passion for living.

About Susan C. Cranford 



SUSAN C. CRANFORD MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

APPLICANT & FAMILY INFORMATION

Full Name 														               

Mailing Address 													           

City 							        State	 			    Zip 				  

Phone							       Email 								     

Date of Birth 						      Marital Status 						    

Who will be responsible for financing your college education?

You Parents Other (please explain)                                                                                              

# of Dependent Children in Family 		   Estimated Annual Family Income 			

Number of family members in your household who will be in college or vocational/technical school 
during the next school year 

(include yourself in this total) 			 

FATHER

Full Name 														               

Address 														            

Occupation 						       Company 							     

MOTHER

Full Name 														               

Address 														            

Occupation 						       Company 							     

GUARDIAN

Full Name 														               

Address 														            

Occupation 						       Company 							     
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SUSAN C. CRANFORD MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

EDUCATION

High School Name 													           

Address 														            

Dates Attended 					      Present Class Standing (quartile) 					   

ACT Composite Score 				     SAT Math 			    Verbal 			 

College you plan to attend 												         

Major Field of Study 													          

Extracurricular/Leadership/Community Activities 									       

															             

Academic Awards/Honors Received (High School or Other) 								      

															             

OTHER INFORMATION

Are you currently employed? Yes No

If yes, what is your position? 											         

Do you plan to work while in school? Yes No

If yes, do you plan to work Full-Time or Part-Time? 								      

Have you applied to, or do you intend to apply for other scholarships? Yes No

If yes, please provide details 												          

															             

Please submit completed application, along with a current transcript and 
two references to the TCA office no later than Feb 28th to be considered for this award. 

Email to vfarmer@shsu.edu or fax to 936-294-1671

Questions? Contact Vanessa Farmer at vfarmer@shsu.edu or 936-294-1706
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SUSAN C. CRANFORD MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

REFERENCE #1

Applicant’s Name 													           

The Texas Corrections Association is a non-profit organization dedicated to supporting and enhancing 
the corrections profession. The Susan C. Cranford Memorial Scholarship is awarded to women who are 
currently or will be attending an accredited college or university, community college, or junior college pur-
suing a degree in Criminal Justice. This reference is to be evaluated as part of the individual’s application.

Reference Name 													           

Relationship to Applicant 												          

Occupation 														            

Title 															             

Please utilize the space below to write a brief narrative describing the applicant’s character, citizen-
ship, and leadership abilities. Include any thoughts as to why you believe this person is deserving of this 
award. If you need more space please attach additional pages to this form.

Applicant may return this form with their application or this reference may be mailed to:
TCA  / George J. Beto Criminal Justice Center / Sam Houston State University / Huntsville, TX 77341-2296

Reference may also be emailed to vfarmer@shsu.edu
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SUSAN C. CRANFORD MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

REFERENCE #2

Applicant’s Name 													           

The Texas Corrections Association is a non-profit organization dedicated to supporting and enhancing 
the corrections profession. The Susan C. Cranford Memorial Scholarship is awarded to women who are 
currently or will be attending an accredited college or university, community college, or junior college pur-
suing a degree in Criminal Justice. This reference is to be evaluated as part of the individual’s application.

Reference Name 													           

Relationship to Applicant 												          

Occupation 														            

Title 															             

Please utilize the space below to write a brief narrative describing the applicant’s character, citizen-
ship, and leadership abilities. Include any thoughts as to why you believe this person is deserving of this 
award. If you need more space please attach additional pages to this form.

Applicant may return this form with their application or this reference may be mailed to:
TCA  / George J. Beto Criminal Justice Center / Sam Houston State University / Huntsville, TX 77341-2296

Reference may also be emailed to vfarmer@shsu.edu
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